The Composition

How important is the
Composition?
I had a discussion with a friend of mine who is not a photographer when he
asked me, why does the image taken by a photographer looks better
comparing to the one captured by the non-photographer?
And that clicked something in my mind, it is about the quality of the picture,
but what is the quality of the picture? And how could we produce a high
quality image?
May be the equipment is the key? Or the skills of the photographer or the
timing or may be the quality of the light, the direction of the light. In reality,
all of the above have an impact of the quality of the picture but what about
the composition? Let’s talk about the composition in more details and find
out if it is important to the image or not.
You may believe as I do, that the good composition make the eye, any
eye comfortable with the image. That is the most important part. Then you
can talk about the rest of the elements what create the image. In order to
understand the composition, we need to know something about what they
like to call it rules. Many photographer and I would like to call them tools or
guidelines cause you can break them later but my advice is to master them
first!

So, let's discover what are these tools

a. Rule of Third

The above picture has been taken in 2014 from Dubai Marina capturing the
iconic landmarks (Borg El Arab and Burj Khalifa) from the sea side. You will
find 2 vertical and 2 horizontal lines dividing the photo into 3 horizontal
sections, 3 vertical sections and 4 strong points. As per the rule of third, you
should place your subject in one of these intersection where the vertical
lines cross the horizontal ones. but when you photograph moving subject or
human or even birds or animals, you need to consider their moving direction
or where they are looking at as below,

This picture has been taken in Georgia 2016 in one of the hotel there. The
statue if you notice look at the right side. So that is better to keep the space
in front of him not behind him. Notice that keeping space in front of the
subject where it is direction seems to be, help to improve the composition.

Another example of the rule of third and the direction, is in the above image
which is actually has been taken by mobile phone (The same concepts
applicable on mobile photography). It doesn't mean that you cannot break
such rule. Sure you can. However, let's stick to what we agreed on to master
them all first and then go break them. At least you know what you break ;)
Next time will talk about some other tools of the composition
See you then.
Have a nice photography time!
Ahmed

